Cases for Teaching Responsible Communication of Science

Extreme weather, extreme communication? The draft
statement—discussion version
It is the middle of September, 2012. Much of the central U.S. has been experiencing a severe
drought. You are a scientist affiliated with the Institute for the Environment at the University of
Midwest, which has decided to use this extreme weather event as a “teachable moment” to issue
a public statement on climate change. But what should the statement say? How can scientists
contribute appropriately to individual and collective decision-making on such controversial
issues?
You have just received the following email inviting you to a meeting to discuss these issues with
the draft Statement (on the next page). What do you think needs to be done to get the draft in
shape for public circulation? Be prepared to present your views at the meeting to be held in class.

From: Dale Director
To: Institute for the Environment listserv
Date: September 20, 2012
Re: Drafting Conference, State of Midwest Climate Statement: The Drought of 2012
Dear Colleagues:
Just a reminder that we’re meeting today to finalize the public statement on drought & climate
change.
Attached you’ll find a copy of the working draft put together by a committee including myself,
the communications director of the institute and several climate science faculty members.
Key issues are marked—though of course, any changes which improve the statement will be
appreciated. We’re seeking your feedback, and we hope to end the meeting with consensus on a
final version.
After that, the next step will be to solicit signatures from our colleagues in the Institute for the
Environment. Once signed, we aim to disseminate the statement widely in the State of Midwest.
See you soon--Dale
Dale Director
Professor and Director, Institute for the Environment
University of Midwest
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