
© 2015 Teaching Responsible Communication of Science Project, Ames, IA. This material is based upon work 
supported by the National Science Foundation under Grant Number 1237495 . Any opinions, findings, and 
conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the National Science Foundation. 

Cases for Teaching Responsible Communication of Science 
Data Mining: Diamonds or Deceit? Annotated Bibliography 
These readings are short, often opinionated, and available online.  

Potential readings for all groups: 
Hargreaves, I. (2001) Who’s misunderstanding whom? SciDev.Net Retrieved from 

http://www.scidev.net/global/communication/opinion/whos-misunderstanding-whom.html 

Strategies to bridge the gap between science, the media and the public. 
Fiske, P. (2014) Selling for scientists. Nature Jobs.  Retrieved from 

http://blogs.nature.com/naturejobs/2014/03/21/selling-for-scientists 
Suggestions from a researcher perspective about how scientists should promote their work 
and abilities for success in the field.  

Potential reading for Sidney Scientist: 
Naggara O, Raymon J, Guilbert F. and Altman DG (2011) The problem of subgroup analyses: an 

example from a trial on ruptured intracranial aneruysms. American Journal of 
Neruoradiology 32: 633-636. DOI: 10.3174/ajnr.A2442. Retrieved from 
http://www.ajnr.org/content/32/4/633.long 
Discussion of the limitations of interpreting sub group analyses. 

Potential reading for Ali Author Group: 
Fiske, P. (2014) Selling for scientists. Nature Jobs.  Retrieved from 

http://blogs.nature.com/naturejobs/2014/03/21/selling-for-scientists 
Suggestions from a researcher perspective about how scientists should promote their work 
and abilities for success in the field.  

Potential reading for Cameron Collaborator: 
Yavchitz A, Boutron I, Bafeta A, Marroun I, Charles P, et al. (2012) Misrepresentation of 

randomized controlled trials in press releases and news coverage: A cohort study. PLoS Med 
9(9): e1001308. DOI: 10.1371/journal.pmed.1001308.t004. Retrieved from 
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1001308 
Journal article evaluating the frequency of spin present in published reports of clinical trials 
and the source of the spin (authors or media) 

Potential reading to save until after the case study activity 
Brown, D. (2013, Sep 23) The press-release conviction of a biotech CEO and its impact on 

scientific research. The Washington Post. Retrieved from 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/the-press-release-crime-of-a-
biotech-ceo-and-its-impact-on-scientific-research/2013/09/23/9b4a1a32-007a-11e3-9a3e-
916de805f65d_story.html 



Data mining: Bibliography p.. 2 

A summary of the events and outcomes surrounding the pharmaceutical study and press 
release that inspired this case.  

Bucholtz, J (2013) Reading the labels of Par and Harkonen. Law360. Retrieved from 
http://www.law360.com/articles/427177/reading-the-labels-of-par-and-harkonen 

A summary of the legal arguments presented in the Harkonen case 
InterMune (2002, August 28). Intermune announces phase II data demonstrating survival benefit 

of Actimmune in IPF. Retrieved from 
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1087432/000091205702033878/a2088367zex-
99_1.htm 
Press release of the pharmaceutical study that inspired this case. 

Raghu G, Brown K, Bradford W, Starko K, Noble P, Schwartz D, King Jr. T. (2004) A placebo-
controlled trial of Interferon Gamma-1b in patients with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. N 
Engl J Med 350:125-133. Retrieved from 
http://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMoa030511  

Original published journal article of the pharmaceutical study that inspired this case. 
 


